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We the farmers cultivating millets in various parts of Eastern India -- from the
predominantly adivasi areas of Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Odisha have met at
Bhubaneshwar in Odisha on December 14" and 15" to discuss the millet landscape, the
challenges facing them and the probable solutions for these challenges

A large number of Listening Sessions over these two days provided opportunity for farmers
from various parts of Odisha, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh representing the East Indian
millet farming areas an opportunity to vividly articulate the millet situation in their
respective states and regions within the state.. We also heard presentations of millet
conservers, activists and scientists from Odisha and Chhattisgarh.

The emerging issues were put a detailed discussion by all of us as a result of which we
have, through a participatory process, arrived at the following Bhubaneshwar Declaration
on Millets in Eastern India. This Declaration is intended to address the millet communities
of India in general and Eastern India in particular. We place this Declaration in front of
policy makers, politicians, scientists, academics, environmentalists, civil society activists
and all the national and international development agencies.

As farmers we are gratefully aware that millets helped us to remain strong and working
through the day. For our working bodies Kodo and Mandua are very essential. Many of us
never knew what a doctor was and never went to a hospital all through our lives. But now
our rice based diets, instead of keeping us healthy, have become prescriptions for iliness.

We are also painfully aware that rice makes us feel sapped. Rice sold at very cheap price in
PDS has become a vehicle of our decline by trapping us into a food system we were not
used to.

What is true of our health is also true of our farming. We have been trapped again and
again. Our farms were taken over by eucalyptus promoting firms at one point of time which
left our lands barren and unproductive. Once we got aware of this and escaped this trap,
cotton promoters came and laid siege to our farming through multiple temptations. None of
them gave us either economic benefit or food security. Therefore we now demand a
cropping system that restores our independence food sovereignty and dignity as farmers.



Cash crops have dominated the Orissa Agricultural policy. Oilseeds, sugarcane and rice
rule this policy. It has not cared to focus on millets, unlike Chhattisgarh where the
government has sensibly recognised millets as an integral part of the states food and
farming systems, and has taken steps to promote them. We demand the same kind of millet
promoting policies from the Government of Orissa.

We wish to underline the fact that biodiversity has played a critical role in our farming.
Millet farming is a symbol of this biodiversity. Therefore behind our demand for millets is
our consciousness of the importance of bioidversity on our farms. In order to make this
possible in our current farming landscape, we must establish Community Grain and Seed
Banks in our midst which offer us diverse seeds for our farming and diverse grains for our
food. This is the crying need of our farmers, particularly in the adivasi communities.
Government must stand behind such efforts and promote every effort at setting up
community grain and seed banks.

In Odisha, out of 30, 24 districts grow millets and many districts of our state are above the
national productivity average. We need to research the benefits of millets for the Odia
populations. With 23% of our population being adivasi, and over 60% being poor, we must
do serious research on the possible contribution of millet farming systems to alleviate this
poverty and cater to the well being of adivasis.

We welcome the introduction of millets into PDS. But it is time in our history to move
beyond and bring millets into all the public food systems such as ICDS, Midday meals,
social welfare hostels and food for work programmes. This will not only ensure the food
security of our children but also their health and nutritional security.

% Our lands are being taken away, on our traditional farms coffee has become a
colonial crop and is introduced under the guise of many other horticultural crops.
This is destructive to our food, land and farming.

In Santhal areas, peoples lands are being occupied by maize and Soy which are

aggressively promoted by the government. They procure these crops promoted by

them and make our farming maize dominated. This is offering a market attraction no
doubt. But we also understand that in the long term these are suicidal for our food
and nutritional security. Hence we demand that......

s These newly introduced crops demand huge amount of irrigation and therefore our
traditional systems of irrigation which used water wisely and economically has been
rendered completely useless. This has also pushed us into borewell irrigation and
over the years even these systems have become defunct. As a result we as farmers
have been rendered completely useless unable to carry our traditional profession.

% One of the ways of overcoming these problems is to help the farmers to carry out
their own breeding within their own farming systems and increase the productivity
and make their farming profitable. ICRISAT and NBPGR must return their seed wealth
to farmers and help the regeneration of their agriculture.
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As farmers we demand our own rights to grow the kind of food that are in harmony with
our food and farming cultures, our ecosystem and helps us to stay food sovereign. We
believe that millets are best suited to our food sovereignty.

We demand that all the institutional financial supports such as crop loans, insurance
and other support offered to farmers who grow rice, wheat, sugarcane, cotton and other
commercial crops so that there is a level playing field for all of us.



However instead of demanding subsidies that other farmers demand, we demand that
the government offers each millet farmers the following bonuses;

Biodiversity Bonus

Water Conservation Bonus
Nutritional Bonus

+ Climate Change Compliance Bonus.

*
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We will not accept cash or food coupons in lieu of food grains in PDS.

The areas where millets are grown have to be studied from the standpoint of the culture of
that region; and duly recognized as Biodiversity Heritage Sites.

The germplasms that are currently being held by research institutions like ICRISAT should
be placed in pubic domain, and opened to access by farmers; thereby bringing them back
into cultivation.

Government and civil society must take extra steps to spread awareness about the
nutritional and medicinal properties of millets.
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. Sandeep K Mr, Coordinator, Millet Network of India, Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh
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. Birendra Yadav Mr. Jan Swastha Sahaya, Vill. Ganyari, Dist. Bhilashpur, Chattisgarh
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Radha Mohan Prof., Leading Environmentalist & Former Info.Commissioner, Odisha
Natwar Sarangi Mr., Eminent Farmer Leader from Odisha

Jagannath Chattarjee Mr., Regional Centre for Development Cooperation, Odisha
Rajashree Purohit Ms., Prog. Officer, Centre for World Solidarity, Odisha

Ashok Kumar Padhi Dr., Sr. Scientist, AICSMIP, CPR, Berhampur, Dist. Ganjam, Odisha
Simhachal Sahu Dr., S»: Breeder, Centre for Pulse Research , Berhampur, Dist. Ganjam
Achyut Das Mr. AGRAGAMEE, Kashipur, Rayagada, Odisha

Aurobind Behra Mr, I4S, Member, Revenue Board, Chairman Western Odisha
Development Council, Odisha

Satheesh PV Mr, National Convener, Millet Network of India, Andhra Pradesh

Chitta Behara Shri. Right to Food Activist, Odisha

Santosh Kumar Patra, Faculty, SIRD, Odisha

Jacob Nellithanam Mr., Richaria Campaign, Chattisgarh

Hom Prakash Saboo Mr., Jan Swastha Sahaya, Vill. Ganyari, Chattisgarh

Mahesh Sharma Mr., Jan Swastha Sahaya, Vill. Ganyari, Dist. Bhilashpur, Chattisgarh
Roop Singh Maravi Mr., Jan Swastha Sahaya, Vill. Ganyari, Dist. Bhilashpur, Chattisgarh

Gangadhar Mandal, LOKVIKAS, Vill. Pindhuri, Po. Budhi, Jharkhand

S. Sarkar Mr., CSD, Turibara, Po. Bhailai Pahari, Ps MGM, Jamshed Pur, Jharkhand
Mritanjay Yadav Mr., Village Kolhapur, Po. Pawey, Dist. Deoghar, Jharkhand
Kousalya Devi Ms., Vill. Dhanwar, PS. Sonaray Thani, Dist. Deogarh, Jharkhand
Ghanshyam Mr., TORANG TRUST, Vill. Gavreja, Jharkhand

. Balachandra Munda Mr., Vill. Gavreja, Po. Nawadih, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand
24,
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Dhanunjay Munda Mv., Vill. Gavreja, Po. Nawadih, P.S. Bundu, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand
Jagmohan Munda Mr., Vill. Gavreja, Po. Nawadih, P.S. Bundu, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand
Suneel Kumar Munda Mr. Vill. Gavreja, Po. Nawadih, P.S. Bundu, Jharkhand

Govind Munda Mr., Vill. Gavreja, Po. Nawadih, P.S. Bundu, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand
Champa Akka Mr. Vill. Malthi, Po. Mandar, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand

Jaggu Akka Mr., Vill. Malthi, Po. Mandar, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand



30. Jathru Oran Mr., Vill. Malthi, Po. Mandar, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand

31. Birsa Oran Mr., Vill. Malthi, Po. Mandar, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand

32. Chunda Oran Mr., Vill. Malthi, Po. Mandar, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand

33. Yethva Oran Mr., Vill. Malthi, Po. Mandar, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand

34. Birsa Oran Mr., Vill. Malthi, Po. Mandar, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand

35. Kiran Tigga Ms. Vill. Malthi, Po. Mandar, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand

36. Bimla Oran Ms. Vill. Malthi, Po. Mandar, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand

37. Mohan Oran Mr. Vil. Karge, P.S. Chatwal, Mundar, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand

38. Mahesh Oran Mr., Vil. Gurgudjadi, Po. Kambo Mandar, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand
39. Sanjay Oran Mr. Vil. Gurgudjadi, Po. Kambo Mandar, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand
40. Agnoo Oran Mr., Vil. Gurgudjadi, Po. Kambo Mandar, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand
41. Sarkari Oran Mr., Vil. Gurgudjadi, Po. Kambo Mandar, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand
42. Ashok Oran Mr., Vil. Gurgudjadi, Po. Kambo Mandar, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand
43. Rajesh Oran Mr. Vil. Gurgudjadi, Po. Kambo Mandar, Dist. Ranchi, Jharkhand
44. Kali Charan Marandi Shri., DULAL, Odisha

45. Pranap Ranjan Choudhary Shri., Forest Rights Worker, Odisha

46. Pashupalak Dr. Faculty, Department of Metereology, OUAT, Odisha

47. Amritha Patel Dr. Head, Sansrishti, Odisha

48. Biren Naik Mr., Action Aid, 331/4, Sahid nagar, Bhubaneshwar, Odisha

49. Amar Jyothi Mr., Action Aid, 331/A, Sahid nagar, Bhubaneshwar, Odisha

50. D.P. Padhy Mr., Agragamee, NDS, Viparea, Bhubaneshwar, Odisha

51. Mochiram Naik Mr., NIRMAN-CWS, Nayagarh, Odisha

52. Rinarani Naik, NIRMAN — CWS, Narasingha Prasad, Odagaon, Nayagarh, Odisha
53. Satya Pradhan Mr, At. Duruda, Po. Banthapur, Odagaon, Nayagarh, Odisha

54. Kithi Pradhan, Sarva Pali, Po. Pohibark, Odagaon, Nayagarh, Odisha

55. Tarini Pradhan, A¢. Duruda, Po. Banthapur, Via, Odagaon, Nayagarh, Odisha
56. Sadanan Sethi, At &Po. Biruda, Nayagarh, Odisha

57. Ramesh Chandra Naik Mr., Nirman, Nayagarh, Odisha

58. Debendra Kumar Sahu, NIRMAN, At/Po. Biruda, Dist. Nayagarh, Odisha

59. Anitha Jena Ms. A¢/Po Biruda Dist. Nayagarh, Odisha

60. Anita Das, At Khairapati, Dist. Nayagarh, Odisha

61. Priyanka Patra Ms. At/Po, Golgola. Dist. Nayagarh, Odisha

62. Sasmita Dash, A¢/Po. Dianada, Dist. Nayagarh, Odisha

63. Mina Behera, At/Po Nachipur, Dist. Nayagarh, Odisha

64. Pramila Mallik Ms. ORISSA, At/Po. Charkpaul, Odisha

65. Tripera Mallik, A¢/Po. Charkpaul, Dist. Khandhamal, Odisha

66. Lalit Kinsani, At. Markapally, Po. Binlakhan Pin, Dt. Malkangiri, Odisha

67. Jagabandha Sukhri, At. Kamalapadon, Po. Binlakhan Pin, Dt. Malkangiri, Odisha
68. Sunitha Pradhan Ms. Ar. Chikitibona, Po.Bapalmondi, Dist. Kandhamal, Odisha
69. Sabitni Jena Ms. At/Po. Tikaboli, Kandhamal, Odisha

70. Nagi Marandi Mr., DULAL, At. Kitabeda, Kadhambeda Post., Dt. Mayurbanj, Odisha
71. Raunde Hude, At. Juguldili, Po. Manangtandi, Mayurbanj, Odisha

72. Ram Murjan Ho, At/Po Matiagad, Mayurbanj, Odisha

73. Laxman Murmu, A¢ Nanandihi, Po. Pokhania, Mayurbanj, Odisha

74. Prama Marjani Panda, DULAL NGO, Corvel Road, Baripada, Mayurbanj, Odisha
75. Plamata Barik, KIRDTI, Baldevjew Colony, Dist. Keonjhar, Odisha

76. Pratulla Ku. Sanagi, Farmer, At. Sunjhari, Po. Kuarm, Keonjhar, Odisha

77. Raimani Munda (Farmer), At. Madhyapur, Bhanipur Po, Keonjhar Dist, Odisha
78. Tube Munda (Farmer, At. Khamanguda, Po. Bhanwarpur, Dist. Kenojhar, Odisha
79. Subashi Parihal, At. Sunjhari, Po. Kuanr, Dist. Keonjihar, Odisha

80. Pradeep Patra Mr., Living Farms, Bissamcuttak, Dist. Rayagada, Odisha

81. K. Barik Mr., Living Farms, Bissamcuttak, Dist. Rayagada, Odisha
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Panbati Pasika, Bissamcuttak, Rayagada, Odisha

Rajendra Padikaka, Living Farms, Bissamcuttak, Dist. Rayagada, Odisha
Lokanath Nauri, Living Farms, Bissamcuttak, Dist. Rayagada, Odisha

Hanish Saraka, Living Farms, Bissamcuttak, Dist. Rayagada, Odisha

Kartik Chandra prusty, Foundation for Ecological Securing, Korapur, Odisha
Rajendra Khara, Foundation for Ecological Securing, Korapur, Odisha

Mahanta Pujari, Foundation for Ecological Securing, Korapur, Odisha

Siba Prasad Sahu Mr, AHINSA CLUB, At. Bhutibahal, Odisha

Biswamitha Amari, At/Po Jamut Bahar, Via, Gaisilat, Dist. Bangarh, Odisha
Bharati Mahananda, A¢/Po Jamut Bahar, Via, Gaisilat, Dist. Bangarh, Odisha
Tapaswani Barah, Ar. Jada Munda, Po. Jamut Bahar, Dist. Bangarh, Odisha

Amrut Lal Singh Mr., AGRAGAMEE, At/Po Kashipur, Rayagada, Odisha
Geredhari Majhi, At/Po Chandragin, Ps. Kashipur, Rayagada, Odisha

Prem Mahanty Sunil Mr., A¢#/Po Podapada, Via. Mukhighala, Dist Kalahandi, Odisha
Ujaldei Mojni, At Hatsil, Po. Padepdar, Via, Mkhighar, Dist/ Kalahandi, Odisha
Sumani Jhodia, A¢. Siriguda, Po. Ranga, Dist. Rayagada, Odisha

Champa Mudali, A¢. Adri, Po. Gopinathpur, Dist. Kalahandi, Odisha

Srinivash Das, At/Po. Kashipur, Rayagada,, Odisha

Pani Mati Purabai, Az. Chirk, Po. Gopinath, Dist. Kalahandi, Odisha
Rukman Majhi, A¢. Kabedi, Po. Chandragiri, Dist. Rayagada, Odisha
Majuani Majhi, A¢. Kabedi, Post. Chandragiri, Dist. Rayagada, Odisha
Kulaswami Jagannadh Jena, A¢/Po Kashipur, Dist. Rayagada, Odisha
Sudha Santa, AESS, At/Po Ashok Nagar, Koraput,Odisha

Ingumalaka, AESS, At/Po Ashok Nagar, Korapur, Odisha

Krishna Khathari Mr, FREEDOM, Satasankha, Puri, Odisha

Nirupama Jena Mr., FREEDOM, Satasankha, Puri, Odisha

Dunyadan Pradhan, FREEDOM, Satasankha, Puri, Odisha

Adikamal Bishwas Mr. MASS, Paikmal, Dist. Burgesh, Odisha

Sitaram Mayuri, MASS Kharameru, Paikmal, Burgesh,Odisha

Surendra Bishwa, MASS, Paikmal, Burgesh, Odisha

Indumati Anwari, MASS, At. Tenimimur, Paikmal, Burgesh, Odisha

Laxman Buddah, Virunpadh, Paikmal, Burgesh, Odisha

Manya Baghi, Paikmal, Burgesh, Odisha

Sai Prasanna Mr., Janata Vikas Munch, Mahada Mumbai, Maharashtra
Jayappa Mr, Farmer, Pastapur, Zaheerabad, Andhra Pradesh
Siddaramappa Patel Mr. Farmer, Pastapur, Zaheerabad, Andhra Pradesh
Chandramma Smt, Farmer, Bidakanne, Zaheerabad, Andhra Pradesh
Sammamma Smt. Farmer, Bidakanne, Zaheerabad, Andhra Pradesh
Laxmamma Smt. Farmer, Humnapur, Zaheerabad, Andhra Pradesh
Narsamma Ms., Community Media Trust, Pastapur, Zaheerabad, Andhra Pradesh
Manjula Ms., Community Media Trust, Pastapur, Zaheerabad, Andhra Pradesh
Prasad Mr., Community Media Trust, Pastapur, Zaheerabad, Andhra Pradesh
Suresh Kumar Mr., Deccan Development Society, Pastapur, Zaheerabad, A.P
Jayasri Ms., Deccan Development Society, Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh
Nagalakshmi Ms., Deccan Development Society, Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh

Roja Ms., Deccan Development Society, Pastapur Village, Andhra Pradesh



