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Dear Friends,

Yesterday, AP along with thousands of cities all over the world celebrated
International Year of Biodiversity with great enthusiasm.

In AP the AP State Biodiversity Board [APSBB] has come into existence almost
five years ago. But it does not have much to claim for itself as achievement.
Having been set up under forests department it is singularly focused on a Forestry
Worldview of biodiversity to the exclusion of all other social and ecological
dimensions of biodiversity

A glarding example of this is the way the Agrobiodiversity communities of the
Zaheerabad region of Andhra pradesh are being treated. More than a year ago, the
APSBB received the request from about 20 villages across four mandals of the
Medak district made to designate them as Biodiversity Heritage Sites, the firstever
such recognition demanded by any community of AP. Together these communities
are spread over 59,759 acres of farmland which regularly plant over 100 varieties
of crops every year on their marginal lands and also regularly preserve over 80
seed varieties.

The APSBB was gracious to accept this request in principle and assured that the
status of biodiversity sites would be conferred soon as soon as the administrative
and technical processes were completed. Since then, and Expert Committee
consisting of three specialists [Dr Anisetty Murthy formerly senior officer of the
Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations, Dr Varaprasad of the
National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources [NBPGR] and Dr Hampaiah, Chair,
APSBB visited these communities and hugely admired the efforts of the small and
marginal farmers, dalits and women who had with great efforts had conserved the
biodiversity on their farms and fields.



But it is more than eight months since the visit of this Committee and no decision
has been made by the government about conferring this status as yet. These has
deeply disappointed the local communities. Please see the memorandum they have
submitted to the Chief Minister yesterday on the occasion of the International
Biodiversity Day. It is a poignant plea. Such voluntary efforts at conserving
biodiversity must be actively supported and promoted by the government. But
instead it has been subjected to a terrible bureaucratic inertia.

The Deccan Development Society which has been working with these
communities on the issue of agricultural biodiversity for over two decades
demands that the government wake up from its slumberous inaction and take
urgent steps to complete all the administrative processes sites and confer the status
of Agrobiodiversity heritage sites on these communities.
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[p v satheesh]
director, deccan development society
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