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Dear Friends,

Yesterday, AP along with thousands of cities all over the world celebrated

International Year of Biodiversity with great enthusiasm. 

In AP the AP State Biodiversity Board [APSBB] has come into existence almost

five years ago. But it does not have much to claim for itself as achievement.

Having been set up under forests department it is singularly focused on a Forestry

Worldview of biodiversity to the exclusion of all other social and ecological

dimensions of biodiversity 

A glarding example of this is the way the Agrobiodiversity communities of the

Zaheerabad region of Andhra pradesh are being treated. More than a year ago, the

APSBB received the request from about 20 villages across four mandals of the

Medak district made to designate them as Biodiversity Heritage Sites, the firstever

such recognition demanded by any community of AP.  Together these communities

are spread over  59,759 acres of farmland which regularly plant over 100 varieties

of crops every year on their marginal lands and also regularly preserve over 80

seed varieties. 

The APSBB was gracious to accept this request in principle and assured that the

status of biodiversity sites would be conferred soon as soon as the administrative

and technical processes were completed. Since then, and  Expert Committee

consisting of three specialists [Dr Anisetty Murthy formerly senior officer of the

Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations, Dr Varaprasad of the

National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources [NBPGR] and Dr Hampaiah, Chair,

APSBB visited these communities and hugely admired the efforts of the small and

marginal farmers, dalits and women who had with great efforts had conserved the

biodiversity on their farms and fields.



But it is more than eight months since the visit of this Committee and no decision

has been made by the government about conferring this status as yet.   These has

deeply disappointed the local communities. Please see the memorandum they have

submitted to the Chief Minister yesterday on the occasion of the International

Biodiversity Day.  It is a poignant plea. Such voluntary efforts at conserving

biodiversity must be actively supported and promoted by the government. But

instead it has been subjected to a terrible bureaucratic inertia. 

The Deccan Development Society which has been working with these

communities on the issue of agricultural biodiversity for over two decades

demands that the government wake up from its slumberous inaction and take

urgent steps to complete all the administrative processes sites and confer the status

of Agrobiodiversity heritage sites on these communities. 

[p v satheesh]

director, deccan development society



[Ç‘Ï~åÉÏ^£ „áêO`«O =º=™êÜ«∞ r="≥·q^èŒº "å~°ã¨`«fi ã¨=∂*ÏÅ∞

22 "Õ∞, 2011

Q“~°=hÜ«ÚÖˇ·# =ÚYº=∞O„u N H˜~°}ü‰õΩ=∂~ü Ô~_ç¤ QÍiH˜,

"Õ∞=Ú [Ç‘Ï~åÉÏ^£ „áêO`«OÖ’x 30 „QÍ=∂Å „Ñ¨[ÖO, QÆ`« 100 ã¨O=`«û~åÅ #∞Oz =∞# áê~°HõO ÖËx
|Ü«∞Å∞ Éèí∂=ÚÅ‰õΩ J#∞" ≥ ·# 100 ~°HÍÅ Hõ#fl Z‰õΩ¯= ™êO„Ñ¨^•Ü«∞ Ñ¨O@Åx ™êQÆ∞ KÕã¨∂ Î Î, ã¨O~°H˜ ∆ã¨∂ Î
=ã̈∞Î<åfl=Ú.

=∂ T~°¡Ö’ =º=™êÜ«∞"Õ∞ „|`«∞‰õΩ^≥~°∞=Ù. "≥∞@ìÅ∞ QÆ∞@ìÅ∞, ~åà◊√§ ~°Ñ¨ÊÅ∞ Hõeã≤ KåÖÏ `«‰õΩ¯= =∞\˜ì L#fl =∂
Éèí∂=ÚÅ∞ =º=™êÜ«∂xH˜ „Ñ¨u‰õÄÅOQÍ L#flÑ¨Ê\˜H© "Õ∞=Ú =∂ ̀ å`« =Ú`åÎ`«Å ̀ ≥eq, *Ï˝#O ã¨Ç¨Ü«∞O`Àx
D Éèí∂q∞Å g∞^Œ Ñ¨O@Å∞ Ñ¨O_çOK«∞‰õΩO@∂ =∂ =º=™êÜ«∂xfl, Ñ¨~åº=~°}Ïxfl HÍáê_»∞‰õΩO@∞ =ã¨∞Î<åfl=Ú.
„Ñ¨u 2–3 UO_»¡‰õΩ Hõ~°∞=Ù HÍ@HÍÅ∞ =∞=∞‡efl Ñ‘_çã¨∞Î =ã¨∞Î<åfl~Ú. J~Ú`Õ ‰õÄ_® "Õ∞=Ú =∞# =º=™êÜ«∞O`Àx
P`å‡aè=∂#O`À ‰õÄ_ç# „|`«∞‰õΩx HÍáê_»∞`«∞<åfl=Ú.

"Õ∞=Ú "ÕÖÏk =∞Okq∞, „Ñ¨`ÕºHõOQÍ z#fl ã¨#flHÍ~°∞ Ô~·`«∞Å∞, ^Œo`«∞Å∞ =∞iÜ«Ú P_»"åà◊√§ ~°™êÜ«∞xHõ UHõ
Ñ¨O@ q^è•#O #∞Oz ^Œ∂~°O LO_»QÆey<å=Ú. =∂ KÕ#¡Ö’ Z<Àfl ~°HÍÅ Ñ¨O@Å#∞ HõeÑ≤ ÃÑ_»∞`«∞, =∞# "≥∞@ì
=º=™êÜ«∞OÖ’ L#fl Jxfl JáêÜ«∂efl JkèQÆq∞ã¨∞Î =zÛ<å=Ú. =∞# r="≥·q^èŒº =º=™êÜ«∂xfl áê\˜ã¨∞Î#fl U
XHõ¯ Ô~·`«∞ ‰õÄ_® D  „áêO`«OÖ’ P`«‡Ç¨Ï`«º KÕã¨∞HÀÖË^Œx g∞‰õΩ `≥ÅÊhH˜ "Õ∞=Ú KåÖÏ QÆifiã¨∞Î<åfl=Ú. =∂
=º=™êÜ«∞O P`«‡Ç¨Ï`Õº`«~° =º=™êÜ«∞O.

=∂ KÕ#¡Ö’ "Õ∞=Ú ZHõ~åxH˜ 6 #∞O_ç 25 ~°HÍÅ Ñ¨O@Å∞ Ñ¨O_ç™êÎ=Ú. "Õ∞=Ú q`«Î<åÅ#∞ á⁄^Œ∞Ñ¨Ù =∞iÜ«Ú
qx=∞Ü«∂Å Ñ¨~°OÑ¨~° Ñ¨^Œúux WÑ¨ÙÊ\˜H˜ áê\˜ã¨∂ Î =ã¨∞ Î<åfl=Ú. =∂ T~°¡Ö’ „Ñ¨u XHõ¯ P_®" ≥∞ `«# WO\’¡
15–20 q`«Î<åÅx ̂ •zÃÑ_»`«k. W"Õ HÍ‰õΩO_® =∂ T~°¡Ö’ "Õ∞=Ú xÅÉˇ\˜ì# Hõ=¸ºx\˜ q`«Î<åÅ ÉÏºO‰õΩÅ∞
50–80 ~°HÍÅ q`«Î<åÅx „Ñ¨u ã¨O=`«û~°O ã¨O~°H˜∆ã¨∞Î =ã¨∞Î<åfl~Ú.  =∂ „Ñ¨u XHõ¯ áê~°OÑ¨iHõ q`«Î#O ‰õÄ_®
`«# QÆ∞}O =∞iÜ«Ú Ñ¨xH˜ XHõ „Ñ¨`ÕºHõ`«x HÍáê_»∞‰õΩO@∞ =zÛ#k. H˘xfl Hõ~°∞=Ùx `«@∞ì‰õΩO>ˇ, WOHÍ H˘xfl\˜H˜
~ÀQÍÅx, Ñ̈Ù~°∞QÆ∞Åx ZkiOKÕ â◊H̃Î L#flk. WOHÍ H˘xfl\̃H̃ J~°∞ è̂≥·# B+̈ Œ̂ QÆ∞}ÏÅ∞O>Ë H˘xfl ~ÀQÍÅ#∞ ̀ «@∞ì‰õΩ<Õ
â◊H˜Îx W™êÎ~Ú.



D q`«Î<åÅ∞ ÖË‰õΩO>Ë =∂ Ñ¨O_»∞QÆÅ∞ Ñ¨ÉÏƒÅ∞ [~°QÆ~Ú. D q^èŒOQÍ Wq =∂ ã¨Oã¨¯$uÖ’ KåÖÏ =ÚYº"≥∞ÿ#
áê„`«x áÈ+ ≤ã¨Î~Ú.  áêºÖÏÅ  *Á#flÅ∞ ÖË‰õΩO_® "Õ∞=Ú <åQÆ∞Å Ñ¨OK«q∞ [~°∞Ñ¨ÖË=Ú, náê=o Ñ¨O_»∞QÆH˜
H˘„~°aÜ«∞ºO LO_ç f~åÖˇ, =∂ ÃÑO_ç¡ÅÖ’ *Á#flÖË `«ÅO„ÉÏÅ∞, ZO_»¡QÆ>ˇì Ñ¨Ù#flq∞ <å_»∞ =∂ ^ŒŒ~åfi[Å =ÚOy@
"Õ~°∞ "Õ~°∞ ~°HÍÅ Z#∞flÅx `À~°}OQÍ Hõ\˜ì =∂ ã¨Oã¨¯$uÖ’ r="≥·q^è•ºxH˜ L#fl KÀ@∞x "Õ∞=Ú Ü«∂@ Ü«∂@
Kå@∞`å=Ú. =∂ ÃÑO_ç¡Ö’ áÈÅ∞ K«∞\ÏìxH̃ Hõ>̌ì Q˘ è̂Œ∞=∞Å∞, *’#flÅ∞, tiâ◊#QÆÅ∞, â◊#QÆÅ∞, Ü«∞=fiÅ∞, LÅ∞=Å∞
ÖË‰õΩO>Ë ÃÑO_ô¡Å∞ PyáÈ`«Üü∞. =∂ L~°_»=∞‡ *Ï`«~°H˜ HÍx, |O_»¡ *Ï`«~°ÅÖ’ HÍx, ~°^äÀ`«û"åÅ∞ HÍx
#_ç¿ã@Ñ¨ÙÊ_»∞ aÜ«∞ºO`Àx ‰õΩO|O á⁄Ü«∞º‰õΩO>ˇ *Ï`«~°ÅÖ’ ~°^ä•Å∞ =ÚOy@‰õΩ Hõ^ŒÅ~Ú. D q^èŒOQÍ =∂
Ñ¨O@Å∞, =∂ q`«Î<åÅ∞ =∂ „|`«∞‰õΩ K«∞@∞ì ZÑ¨ÙÊ_»∞‰õΩ u~°∞QÆ∞`«∞O\Ï~Ú, Jq =∂ ™êOã¨¯$uHõ "å~°ã¨`«fiO.

z~°∞^è•<åºÅ∞, *’#flÅ∞, Ñ¨Ñ¨ÙÊ k#∞ã¨∞Å∞, #∂<≥ yO[Å∞ Wq =∂ =º=™êÜ«∞OÖ’ JqÉèÏ[º"≥∞ÿ#q. ^•xˆH =∂
=º=™êÜ«∂xfl ''á⁄ÅO #∞Oz á⁄~ÚºO\˜H˜—— =∂kiQÍ =i‚™êÎ~°∞. "Õ∞=Ú u<Õ „Ñ¨u XHõ uO_ç ~˘>ˇìÅ∞, Ñ¨Ñ¨ÙÊ,
‰õÄ~° HÍ~°O, #∂<≥ Jhfl =∂ KÕ#¡ #∞Oz =™êÎ~Ú. D q^èŒOQÍ Jq =∂ PÇ¨~°OÖ’ "≥·q^è•ºxfl ≥̀KÕÛÛ^Õ HÍ‰õΩO_®
=∂‰õΩ Páê~°"≥∞ÿ# P~ÀQÍºxfl, áÈ+¨Hõ qÅ∞=Åx JOk™êÎ~Ú. W@∞=O\˜ =º=™êÜ«∞=Ú =∞=∞‡efl, =∂ uO_çH˜
|*Ï~°∞ g∞^Œ P^è•~°Ñ¨_»#@∞ì HÍáê_»∞`«k. =∂ KÕ#¡ Ñ¨O_Õ z~°∞^è•<åºÅ∞ áÈ+¨Hõ qÅ∞=Å ã¨OÑ¨#fl QÆÅ uO_ç.
J^Õ q^èŒOQÍ Jq P~ÀQÆº uO_çÅ∞ ‰õÄ_®.

=∂ KÕ<À¡ LO_Õ Ñ¨O@ ~°HÍÅ∞ D „H˜O^Œ ÖÏQÆ L<åfl~Ú.=∂ KÕ<À¡ LO_Õ Ñ¨O@ ~°HÍÅ∞ D „H˜O^Œ ÖÏQÆ L<åfl~Ú.=∂ KÕ<À¡ LO_Õ Ñ¨O@ ~°HÍÅ∞ D „H˜O^Œ ÖÏQÆ L<åfl~Ú.=∂ KÕ<À¡ LO_Õ Ñ¨O@ ~°HÍÅ∞ D „H˜O^Œ ÖÏQÆ L<åfl~Ú.=∂ KÕ<À¡ LO_Õ Ñ¨O@ ~°HÍÅ∞ D „H˜O^Œ ÖÏQÆ L<åfl~Ú.

! *’#flÅ∞, ã¨[˚Å∞, H˘„~°Å∞, ™ê=∞Å∞, P~°∞æÅ∞, HÀ_ç ™ê=∞Å∞ "≥Ú^ŒÖˇ·# z~°∞^è•<åºÅ∞.
! HõO^Œ∞Å∞, Éˇ|ƒ~°∞¡, J#∞=ÚÅ∞, ÃÑã¨~°∞¡, fQÆ ÃÑã¨~°∞¡, q∞#∞=ÚÅ∞, â◊#QÆÅ∞ "≥Ú^ŒÖˇ·# Ñ¨Ñ¨ÙÊ k#∞ã¨∞Å∞.
! =∞Oz#∞=ÙfiÅ∞, QÆ_ç¤#∞=ÙfiÅ∞, Ñ¨ÙO_»∞¡, ‰õΩã¨‡Å∞, #Å¡‰õΩã¨‡Å∞ "≥Ú^ŒÖˇ·# #∂<≥ yO[Å∞.

W"Õ HÍ‰õΩO_® [Ç‘Ï~åÉÏ^£ „áêO`«OÖ’ ã¨~å¯~°∞ Z~°∞=ÙÅ∞, =∞O^Œ∞Å∞ ÖË‰õΩO_® "Õ∞=Ú ™êQÆ∞ KÕÃã KÕ#¡Ö’ 150
Hõ<åfl Z‰õΩ¯= P‰õΩ ‰õÄ~°Å∞ "Õ∞=Ú q`«Î#O ÃÑ@ì‰õΩO_»<Õ " ≥ÚÅ∞™êÎ~Ú. W=hfl =∞#=Ú |*Ï~°∞Ö’ H˘x u<Õ
áêÅ‰õÄ~° "≥Ú^ŒÖˇ·# P‰õΩ ‰õÄ~°Å Hõ<åfl Z<Àfl =O`«∞Å∞ Z‰õΩ¯= q@q∞#¡x JOk™êÎÜ«∞x *ÏfÜ«∞ áÈ+¨HÍÇ¨~°
ã¨Oã¨ú =O\˜ *ÏfÜ«∞ ã¨Oã¨÷Å∞ KÕã≤# J^è•ºÜ«∞<åÖ’¡ "≥Å∞"≥uÎ<å~Ú.

D Éèí∂q∞Ö’ L#fl Páê~°" ≥∞ ÿ# r=" ≥ ·q^èŒº=Ú =∂‰õΩ uO_ç Éèí„^Œ`«<Õ HÍ‰õΩO_® PÇ¨~° Éèí„^Œ`«, P~ÀQÆº Éèí„^Œ`«,
áÈ+¨Hõ qÅ∞=Å Éèí„^Œ`«, |`«∞‰õΩ^≥~°∞=Ù Éèí„^Œ`« =∞iÜ«Ú Ñ¨~åº=~°} Éèí„^Œ`« "≥Ú^ŒÖˇ·# J<ÕHõ Éèí„„^Œ`«Åx JOkã¨∂Î
=∂ áê~°OÑ¨iHõ =º=™êÜ«∞O =∞iÜ«Ú =∂ ã¨Oã¨¯$u "å~°ã¨`«fiO Q˘Ñ¨Ê`«<åxfl Kå\˜ K≥Ñ¨ÙÊ`«∞<åfl~Ú.



=∂ áê~°OÑ¨iHõ q^è•#=Ú, q`«Î<åÅ "≥·q^èŒº`«, HõeÑ≤ Ñ¨O@Å Ñ¨^Œúu, =º=™êÜ«∞Ñ¨Ù Ñ¨^Œú`«∞Å∞, =∞# P@Å∞,
áê@Å∞, Hõ^äŒÅ∞, =º=™êÜ«∞ P^è•i`« Ñ¨ÉÏƒÅ∞, Ñ¨O_»∞QÆÅ∞ W=hfl =∞# Ñ¨~åº=~°} ã¨=∞`«∞ÖÏºxfl HÍáê_»@"Õ∞
HÍ‰õΩO_® XHõ ã¨OÑ¨#fl"≥∞ÿ# „|`«∞‰õΩ‰õΩ HÍ"åeû# Éèí„^Œ`«H˜, =∞Oz rq`åxH˜ =∂~°æ^Œ~°≈HõOQÍ xÅ|_®¤~Ú. D
áê~°OÑ¨iHõ *Ï˝<åxfl "Õ∞=Ú HÀÖ’Ê`Õ =∂ „|`«∞‰õΩ, =∂ Ñ¨~åº=~°}O Jáê~°"≥∞ÿ# JáêÜ«∂xfl Z^Œ∞~°∞‰õΩO\Ï~Ú.
áÈ~Ú# ã¨O=`«û~°O "Õ∞ 22, 2010 <å_»∞ JO`«~å˚fÜ«∞ r=" ≥ ·q^èŒº k<À`«û=O ã¨O^Œ~°ƒùOQÍ " ≥∞^ŒH± lÖÏ¡
[Ç‘Ï~åÉÏ^£ „áêO`« Ñ¨™êÎÑ¨Ó~ü „QÍ=∞OÖ’ Ñ¨x KÕã¨∞Î#fl _≥Hõ¯<£ _≥=ÅÑπ"≥∞O\ò ™ÈÃã·\© ã¨fiK«ÛùO^Œ ã¨Oã¨÷ J^èŒfi~°ºOÖ’
"Õ∞=Ú =∂ T~°¡Ö’ „QÍ=∞ ã¨Éèí U~åÊ@∞ KÕã≤, =∂ "å~°ã¨`åfixfl =∞iÜ«Ú =∂ Éèíq+¨º`«∞Îx HÍáê_»∞‰õΩ<Õ XHõ
=∞Ç¨Ï`«Î~°" ≥∞ ÿ# L^ÕÌâ ◊O`Àx x~°‚Ü«∂Å∞ P" ≥∂kOz PO„^èŒ„Ñ¨^Õâò ~å„+¨ì r=" ≥ ·q^èŒº É’~°∞ ¤x =∂ „QÍ=∂Å#∞
''=º=™êÜ«∞ r="≥·q^èŒº "å~°ã¨`«fi „áêO`åÅ∞''=º=™êÜ«∞ r="≥·q^èŒº "å~°ã¨`«fi „áêO`åÅ∞''=º=™êÜ«∞ r="≥·q^èŒº "å~°ã¨`«fi „áêO`åÅ∞''=º=™êÜ«∞ r="≥·q^èŒº "å~°ã¨`«fi „áêO`åÅ∞''=º=™êÜ«∞ r="≥·q^èŒº "å~°ã¨`«fi „áêO`åÅ∞——————————QÍ QÆ∞iÎOKåÅx HÀi<å=Ú. nxfl Ñ¨iQÆ}˜Oz# |Ü≥∂_≥·=iû\˜
É’~°∞¤ =∂ „QÍ=∂Å∞ D "å~°ã¨`åfixH˜ J~°∞›Öˇ·# „QÍ=∂Åx =∂‰õΩ K≥Ñ≤ÊOk ‰õÄ_®.  `«~åfi`« D |Ü≥∂_≥·=iû\˜
É’~°∞¤ XHõ ZH±ûÑ¨~üì Hõq∞\©x ÃÑ\ì̃ 2010 ÃãÃÑìO|~ü 4 ̀ åsY∞ =∂ „QÍ=∂Ö’¡x KÕ#¡x „Ñ῭ «ºHõ∆OQÍ =zÛ K«∂ã≤<å~°∞.

D Hõq∞\©Ö’ PO„^èŒ„Ñ¨^Õâò |Ü≥∂_≥·=iû\˜ É’~°∞¤ K≥·Ô~‡<£ _®Hõì~ü Ç¨ÏOÑ¨Ü«∞º QÍ~°∞, Z<£.a.Ñ≤.l.P~ü. =ÚYº âß„ã¨Î"Õ`«Î
_®Hõì~ü =~°„Ñ¨™ê^£ QÍ~°∞ =∞iÜ«Ú „Ñ¨Ñ¨OK« =º=™êÜ«∞ ã¨Oã¨÷ ( )Ö’ ã‘xÜ«∞~ü PÑ¶‘ã¨~üQÍ Ñ¨x KÕã≤# _®Hõì~ü
Jxâ‹\˜ì =¸iÎ QÍ~°∞ =∂ T~°¡xfl ã¨O^Œi≈Oz#Ñ¨ÙÊ_»∞ Wq =º=™êÜ«∞ r="≥·q^èŒº "å~°ã¨`«fi „áêO`åÅ∞QÍ ̀ «Ñ¨ÊHõ
QÆ∞iÎOÑ¨ |_»∞`åÜ«∞x =∂‰õΩ K≥Ñ≤Ê<å~°∞.

J~Ú`Õ WÑ¨Ê\˜H˜ XHõ¯ ã¨O=`«û~°O QÆ_çz<å ‰õÄ_® D q+¨Ü«∞OÖ’ Uq∞ Ñ¨Ù~ÀQÆu Hõ#|_»‰õΩO_® áÈ~Ú#Ñ¨Ê\˜H˜
=∂‰õΩ KåÖÏ x~åâ◊ HõÅ∞QÆ∞`«∞#flk.

D <ÕÑ̈ ä̂ŒºOÖ’ "Õ∞=Ú g∞ ̂ •fi~å „Ñ̈Éèí∞ «̀fi ̀ «~°Ñ̈Ù #∞Oz "Õ∞=Ú ̀ «~°̀ «~åÅ #∞Oz HÍáê_»∞‰õΩO@∞ =ã̈∞Î#fl r="≥·q è̂Œº
ã¨OÑ¨^Œx QÆ∞iÎOz, =∂ T~°¡xfl ''=º=™êÜ«∞ r="≥·q^èŒº "å~°ã¨`«fi „áêO`åÅ∞——QÍ  QÆ∞iÎOKåÅx „áêi÷ã¨∞Î<åfl#∞.

W@∞¡


